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LIGHTING REQUIREMENTS 
 
LIGHTING SYNOPSIS 
 

• The Magic School Bus show needs “out of this world” lighting. We have created 

some simple yet effective lighting ideas. 

 

• The majority of the show needs “clear” lighting in the center of the stage. 

 

• For special planetary lighting, we need stage washes in four colors of light: 

Yellow, Green, Red and Blue (these are in addition to the clear wash). 

 

• We require several simple effect cues built using the clear and colored lights. 

 

• The set is comprised of a 14’-0” tall self-supporting drop made out of string, “The 

String Curtain.”  See Sketch Ground Plan attached. 

 

• The most important technical aspect of the lighting for the show is to keep all 

area light off the String Curtain.  The string curtain acts like a scrim so it is very 

important to have no light up stage of the string curtain. 

 

 

STRING CURTAIN LIGHTING 
 

As stated above, we need all lights focused off, or cut off the string curtain; but since the 

string curtain acts like a scrim we do need a dedicated system of lights to be focused on 

the curtain. 

• Please focus four (4) lights onto the string curtain.  2 from SR and 2 From SL.  Or 

all four from your First Electric. 

• Please provide a medium blue color. 

Suggestions in preference order: (R= Rosco.  L=LEE, G=GAM) 

o R67 or L141 

Additional options: 

§ R69 

§ L183 or L165 

§ G815 or G840 or G841 

• The ideal lighting fixture would be an ETC Source Four at 750w 

o If they are located on the 1E they should be 50° units. 

o If they are located Front of House they should be 36° units. 

• This system of lights will be a textured wash.  We will provide the template in “A” 

size.  Please provide template holders for your lights. 

• The image should be soft focused.  The idea is a soft texture of light. 

template image 
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STAGE AREA LIGHTS AND COLOR WASHES 
 

Full Stage Area Lighting 

• The majority of the show needs a full stage wash in “Clear” light (no gel color). 

• This should be from the front and sides. 

• Reminder: please keep this light off the string curtain. 

 

Full Stage Wash Colors 

• Can either be downlight or sidelight, ideally from both directions: down and side. 

• Source 4 lekos or PAR lights are fine.  See suggested color list is below. 

• LED wash lights should be programmed to emulate a color listed below. 

• Moving lights can be used in a color focused to the center area. 

 

• Blue wash  for Lost in Outer Space theme and Planet Neptune  

• Yellow wash  for Planet Mercury 

• Green wash  for Planet Venus 

• Red wash  for Planet Mars 

 

 

(Colors are listed in order of preference) 

 

Blue wash 

LEE:  L161  

Roscolux: R67 

 GAM:  G815 

 

Yellow wash 

 LEE  L101 

 Roscolux: R10 

 GAM  G410 

 

Green wash 

 LEE:  L122 

 Roscolux: R86 

 GAM:  G570 

 

Red wash 

 GAM  G290 

 Roscolux: R19 

 LEE  L164 
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LIGHTING EFFECTS 
 

• We need 4 lighting effects to be programmed in advance of our arrival. 

• These effects repeat throughout the show. 

 

 

Effect 1 “BLAST OFF” 
• This is a short, full stage, random chase, using the “Clear” area wash. 

 

 

Effect 2 “Explosions” inside the bus 
• Mercury: meteorite control panel explosion 

• Venus: gas explosion 

• Mars: Ms. Fizzle ejected out of Bus 

 

• This effect should be made using the “Blue” area wash lights. 

• It should be concentrated to the center of the stage. 

• If you have moving lights, they can flash and strobe.  No movement (pan/tilt) is 

required for this effect. 

 

 

Effect 3 Asteroid Belt 
• This sequence is the most dramatic of the effects.  It can be extreme. 

• It can include random colors from Mercury (yellow), Venus (green) 

and Mars (red). 

• It should also include the template wash on the string curtain. 

• If you have moving lights they can pan and tilt in the center area. 

REMINDER. Do not allow moving lights to pan upstage of the string curtains. 

• This needs to be programmed in two speeds: fast and slow (slow should be 

about 15% slower than fast) 

 

 

Effect 4 Blue Pulse 
• This should be a full stage pulse of the blue wash lights. 

• All lights should pulse together (different than the chase effects above). 

 

 

 

 

Our Stage Manager will help you with the location of all the cues and timings, and the 

speed of each effect and the duration. 
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